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religious nature craved higher responsibilities. He had
been premier, but in the Cabinet of Zhivkovitch he had
but little weight. Although his place \vas taken by a
member of his party, his secession was a manifest
weakening of the cause of racial unity. He swayed the
opinion of the whole of Slovenia.

The King prepared a new constitution to take the
place of the St. Vitus7 Day Constitution enacted on the
zist June, 1921. That he had sworn to abide by the
original constitution did not deter him. Constitutions
do not naturally derive from monarchs, but from a people
as a whole., No doubt, had the King lived he would
have promulgated yet a third constitution. He did not
consider constitutions holy. If one did not work, it
could be changed. His new plans did not appeal to
the man in the street or rank-and-file politicians. But
the King took complete responsibility, Bogoljub
Jevtitch, Minister of the Court, read the text of the
revised constitution to Zhivkovitch and he replied that
the results obtained were due to the initiative of the
King alone.

By royal command a Senate came into existence.
Ministers who by the original constitution had been
responsible to Parliament now became responsible to
the King alone. The ballot ceased to be secret and
voluntary and became open and obligatory. The
authorities must be able to check for whom a citizen
voted. The power to introduce new laws was vested
in the King and his Cabinet, the Houses of Parliament
merely having the power to confirm them or explain
them, but such laws must be voted by both houses or
they became null.

On the eighth of November, 1931, a general election
was held but only one party was allowed to take the
field. The election was a demonstration of what the
new constitution really meant, an all-powerful govern-
ment with the backing of a sham popular representation.
This was a curious election. There were no posters.